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population was increased by less desirable emigrants, large
numbers of convicts being sent from time to time by the
British Government. These men became the slaves of the
Virginian planters, and worked side by side in the tobacco*
fields with negro slaves brought over by Dutch slave-traders,
The labour of these poor wretches was undoubtedly very
valuable in the early days of the colony, when white labour
was all too scarce for the cultivation of that tobacco which was
the chief source of the colonists' prosperity, being exported to
England and Europe generally in ever-increasing quantities.

Within the course of a century primitive little towns dotted
the whole of the Virginian territory, and the great virgin
forests were cleared over large areas to mnko way for cultivated
plantations. The magnificent soil gave forth rich crops, timber
was to be had for nothing for building purposes, and many of
the settlers became wealthy to a degree which would have
seemed fabulous to those who had suffered such hardships in*
the early days.

The colony was under the dominion of the English Crown,
and Governors were sent out to represent the Kin# in the New
World. The colonists, however, had a fair share in their own
government, two representatives from each plantation being
elected to the House of Burgesses, which, with tlio Governor's
council, formed a colonial Parliament, the first representative
assembly in America.

Raleigh's dream had come true, though he had nyt lived to
see its fulfilment.

CHAPTER VI
THE PILGRIM FATHERS

IN August of the year 1620 two ships, called the Sfet&well and
ib& Mayflower, set sail from Southampton towards ihc coast of
New England, which had been mapped out by Captain John
Smith. The emigrants on board were of a very different